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MEMORIALS FOR STUDENTS OR STAFF 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to clarify the criteria and the approval for proposed memorials for 
Goshen County School District No.1 students or staff. 

The school district recognizes that the loss of a member of the school community is deeply felt 
by students, staff, and families. Following the loss of a GCSD#1 student or staff member, the 
primary focus of staff will be on helping those (staff, students, and families) affected by a death 
to make connections with appropriate school and community resources. 

Sometimes in the immediate aftermath of a crisis or death, memorials are proposed without 
full consideration of the potential implications for students, staff, families, and the community. 
This policy provides district parameters to guide decision-making regarding school-related 
memorials. 

DEFINITIONS 

Memorials: Objects or activities to remember a deceased person. 

Building Crisis Intervention Team (BCIT): A designated group of staff members within each 
school building including counselors, social workers, and the principal, who plan and 
implement mental health support for grief recovery. 

Crisis: Any natural disaster or unexpected event that negatively affects a student, a staff 
member or a significant group of the school population and usually involves serious emotional, 
psychological and/or physical injury or death. 

Impact: The magnitude of the potential loss or seriousness of the crisis. 

District Crisis Intervention Team: A designated group of staff members including members 
of BCIT, the Superintendent, and Director of Special Services who develop and execute 
district-wide procedures for the handling of mental health needs during the recovery phase of 
a crisis situation needing grief support. 

GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

A. Memorial, remembrance, or recognition activities (such as senior nights, assemblies, 
etc.) that take place at school must be approved and coordinated through the Building 
Crisis Intervention Team (BCIT). The BCIT will assist families and students in selecting 
memorial activities that are appropriate for school and will assist students in healthy 
bereavement. 
 

B. In recognition that schools are designed primarily to support learning, school sites 
should not serve as the main venue for the memorializing of students or staff (vigils, 
assemblies, etc.) Exceptions may be made for usage of school facilities by private 
parties with the approval of the superintendent and in compliance with District Policy 
1330 (Community Use of District Facilities). 
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C. Temporary school memorials, as approved by the BCIT, may be displayed for one week 
following the passing, and memorial items will then be given to the family. Allowable 
temporary memorials are flower arrangements, banners, pictures, notes, and locker 
and student desk displays. Any distasteful or disrespectful items will be immediately 
removed and will result in the memorial being taken down. Memorial symbols displayed 
by individual students or staff on school grounds will be limited in duration to one week 
following the passing or resumption of school after a break and must have prior 
approval of the school principal. 
 

D. There will be no permanent memorials. Memorials established prior to the initial 
adoption of this policy are not affected by this policy.  
 

E. Scholarship and endowment memorials may be established either as one-time or 
perpetual awards, with a description of the purpose of the scholarship or endowment.  
Scholarships and endowments will be managed by the family estate or a post-
secondary institution. 
 

F. Graduation dedications in the school yearbook will not be permitted, and any 
purchased advertisements will not memorialize students or staff. 
 

G. Remembrance of deceased students may be made through awarding a post-humous 
diploma and other memorials at a graduation ceremony as determined by the BCIT. 
 

Adopted: June 14, 2022 

   


